
The following D’Var Torah was given by Sydney Kwatinetz 
Shabbat morning, June 12 on the occasion of her Bat Mitzvah: 
 
This week’s parasha or Torah portion is Parashat Korach. The 
parasha begins with the words “va-yee-kach Korach”, and 
Korach took. The commentaries ask, “What did Korach take”? 
The answer is, he took himself, Datan, Aviram, and Ohn son of 
Pellet and 250 others and placed himself and them against 
Moshe, Aharon and the rest of the Jewish people. He was upset 
with Moshe and Aharon because he felt that they had appointed 
themselves as leaders, and that he had as much right as they 
did to be in charge.  

 
Moshe proposed a test. He invited 
Korach and his followers and 
Aharon to come the next day to the 
mishkan with pans filled with ke-
toret or special spices which were 
used for sacrifices. He said to them 
“if Hashem wants you to be leaders 
he will accept your ketor, if not, you 
will die. We will then see whom 
Hashem has chosen to be His holy 
one.”   Ohn ben Pellet̀ s wife (who 

is never named) confronts him about his involvement in the 
revolt.  "What do you want with Korach?  Whether Moshe wins 
or Korach wins, in the end they will still be the boss and you will 
be the disciple."  Ohn responded to his wife, "What can I do? I 
already committed myself to the revolt." His wife answered, "Let 
me take care of it."  Ohn’s wife gave him wine to drink until he 
was lying in the tent drunk.  His wife then let her hair down and 
sat at the door of the tent combing her hair. When Korach came 
by to bring Ohn for the revolt, he saw Ohn’s wife’s hair down 
and uncovered, and went on without him.  Ohn’s wife saved his 
life. This Midrash tells a deep insight about human nature.  
Sometimes women have insights about people that men may 
not be aware of.   
                                                 
Throughout Tanach, we see many instances where women 
show strength, wisdom, and insightfulness, but I would like to 
focus on our Mothers Sarah and Rachel because my Hebrew 
name is Sarah Rachel.  There are so many times when we see 
the wisdom and strength of Sarah. She was by Avraham’s side 
throughout his life and all of the tests that he went through. She 
chose to give her maidservant to Avraham when she realized 
that she was getting older and would most likely not be able to 
give him children. After she had her own child, she did every-
thing in her power to protect him.  When her son Yitzchak was 
just a few years old, Sarah had witnessed Avraham’s son Yish-
mael tormenting Yitzchak and using him for target practice.  

�����������������������

���� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� �������������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������� ��������������������������� � ���������������������������� ������������������������	�	�	�	� ������������������������������������������������



 ���������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������������������������� �������������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������

VOL. 63 • NO.4 • July/ August 2010 

Tammuz/Av/Ellul 5770 

        July 2010 
 

 
12 - Rosh Chodesh Av 
 

19 - Erev Tisha B’Av 
       Fast Begins 8:20PM 
 

20 - Guided Tour of Holocaust     
       Memorial Museum in DC 
       11AM - 6PM 
       Fast Ends 9:10AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      August 2010 
 
01 - Blood Drive 
 

04 - Shul Barbecue 6PM 
 

10 - Rosh Chodesh Elul 
 

20 - Deadline for seating requests, 
       Babysitting forms and for 
       “Book of Remembrance” 
       Submissions 
 

21 - Keyser Kiddush 
 

15-22 - Rabbi Away 
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Sarah said to Avraham that he should send away his wife Hagar 
and their son Yishmael. This distressed Avraham immensely, 
but Hashem agreed with Sarah. Hashem said to Avraham, 
“Whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her voice”. 
 
We also see the specialness of Sarah from what the Midrash 
tells us about her tent. The challot that she baked stayed fresh 
and warm from one erev-Shabbat til the next; her candles 
burned from one erev-Shabbat til the next, and a cloud of 
Hashem’s glory hovered over her tent to protect it. The Mishkan 
is modeled after Sarah’s tent, and our Shabbat tables are as 
well.  Following in Sarah’s footsteps, Rachel also shows us 
many examples of strength, wisdom and insightfulness. After 
her marriage to Yaakov, she did not have children for a while, 
so she selflessly gave her maidservant Bilhah to Yaakov as a 
wife. I can only imagine the strength it took for Rachel to do that. 
She knew that making this kind of sacrifice, along with many 
heartfelt prayers, would lead to Hashem allowing her to have 
children of her own.  
 
We see another amazing story about Rachel in Parashat 
Vayaytzay, when she and her entire family are preparing to 
leave Lavan’s house after having lived there for many years and 
having gone through many hardships. On their way out, Rachel 
stole her father’s t’rafim, or small idols, hoping to keep Lavan 
from idol worship. When Lavan catches up with them, he 
searches all of the tents in an effort to locate his precious idols, 
suspecting that one of Rachel’s family members or servants had 
stolen them. When he approached Rachel’s tent to search it, 
Rachel placed the idols in her camel’s saddlebag and sat on top 
of them. Rachel excused herself from rising before her father by 
telling him that she was pregnant, and therefore unable to come 
down from the camel. She knew that he  
would accept that explanation without question. Rachel was 
also aware that there may be negative consequences to her 
actions, but made the choice to do the right thing anyway.    
 
From these examples, we see that women are very wise and 
strong, and therefore are often more attuned to relationships, 
and other people feelings, and have a natural spiritual connec-
tion to Hashem.  In this parasha, Ohn the son of Pellet saw a 
chance to advance himself through joining Korach's revolt.  
Ohn's wife saw the true character of Korach, and was able to 
save her husband’s life.  Sarah and Rachel also made many 
sacrifices because they were able to see the bigger picture and 
what was really important, and to think beyond themselves in 
their choices and decisions. Like these woman of the Torah I try 
to be strong, thoughtful, wise, make good choices and be a 
good role model. As the Torah teaches “�����������	���
� ���	�� 
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“The wise women builds her home”.  



RABBI CHAIM LANDAU 
Do We Still Need Tisha B’Av? 

You are probably aware that Tisha B’Av, the one day a year besides Yom Kippur,  
that we fast for a full day while, ostensibly, mourning the destruction of the First 
and Second Temples – which, we are told were self-inflicted tragedies.  The former 
because the Jews carried on an “adulterous” relationship with other gods, and the 
latter because of the unmitigated hatred they displayed towards each other (sinat 
chinam).  Shades of this have recently been seen with the Hassidic demonstra-
tions in Israel where hundreds of thousands of Ashkenazim protested the fact that 
their daughter’s schools were compelled by court order to admit children of 
Sephardi origins – it seems this gene for hatred towards each other is still alive and 
well).   (Ed note: The convicted, defiant parents, who were to be sent to jail after 
the demonstration, were ceremoniously carried on chairs through the crowds as a 
token of honor.) 

To this were appended other tragedies in our blood-
filled history, most noticeably the expulsion of the 
Jews from England in 1290, the Inquisition in Spain 
followed by the expulsion of Jews from there too, in 
1492, the Crusades of the Middle Ages which wiped 
out much of European Jewry, the massacres of the 
Pogroms of Eastern Europe, all of which climax with 
the biggest catastrophe of all, the Shoah. But if that 
is not enough, Jewish sages are quick to tell us that 
– didn’t you know – the First World War began on 
this day, as well as plans to annihilate the Jews 
during the Second World War. So what began sim-
ply as a mourning for two temples (brought on, mind 
you by the Jews themselves) – the spiritual center of 

the Jewish people – cascaded into an entire index of catastrophes, thus transform-
ing the simple fast day into an ever-increasingly over—heavy historically-filled 
encyclopedia of Jewish tragedy of what the Gentiles did to us. 

And so today the problem becomes this: the path of Jewish history does not stop 
at the Shoah, but continues, and climaxed into a day of celebration in 1948 with 
the establishment of a Jewish national state. And so, isn’t it time to transform this 
day of mourning and sadness and tragedy into a day of national joy?  Might it not 
be time to stop laboring under the burden of history’s past, and embrace the pleas-
ure of our present and future? When we already have a Yom Hashoah of national  
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A non-Jew gives you a gift of wine...but it turns out NOT to be kosher: may you 
exchange it in the store from where it was purchased for a Kosher wine of similar 
value? 
  
In fact you are selling the non kosher wine for a kosher bottle, within this ex-
change. If it is prohibited to derive any benefit from non-kosher products, would 
this exchange be permissible? 
  
There are two parts to the rabbinic prohibition of wine exposed to non-Jewish 
contact ("stam yeinam"). One is the prohibition to drink the wine, out of fear it 
might lead to intermarriage. There is, at times, also a Torah level prohibition to 
benefit from such wine when it might possibly be involved for idol worship. This 
creates some leniencies, for the Shulchan Aruch (in Yoreh Deah, ch.124) states 
that non-Jews who are not involved in idol worship do not create a prohibition of 
benefit, only a problem of drinking. The Rambam applies this rule to Moslems. 
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mourning following the festival of Passover in our calendar, why is it necessary to 
overwhelm Tisha B’Av,a day originally devoted to mourning  the destruction of the 
temples with activities and programming that is filled with yet another day of Holo-
caust angst ? What has Tisha B’Av really become today? 

The question is not original. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch addressed this very 
subject in an article he wrote in 1855 when he learnt that a shul in Germany was 
about to change the very nature of Tisha B’Av into a day of celebration, because, 
this shul believed, GERMANY HAD BECOME THE NEW PALESTINE for the 
Jews, where they were welcomed and allowed to live their lives as full equals in 
this country, and so, there was no more need to mourn!!  This was 86 years be-
fore the Shoah and 93 years before the formation of the  State of Israel.  Without 
a Holocaust on which to rely, and no Israel around, why still keep Tisha B’Av?  

Hirsch writes: “Those who wish to abolish Tisha B’Av misunderstand the primary 
reason for our mourning. They do not realize that Jewish tears are shed and 
Jewish hearts grieve over the withdrawal of the Divine presence from our Land, 
referred to by our Sages as the ‘Exile of the Shechina”. They forget that the entire 
Land of Zion is to be a Sanctuary for the Shechina…It will happen in the end of 
days when the mountain of the Temple of the Compassionate One will be firmly 
established as the head of the mountains, and many peoples will go and say 
“Come let us to go the mountain of the Compassionate One, to the Temple of the 
G-d of Jacob.” 

And then he adds the following very strange appendage as to why Tisha B’Av 
should always continue as a day of mourning: 

“Does Israel alone scan the future for a sorely needed deliverance…Ask the 
states themselves whose jealously guarded interests you think it is your duty to 
defend: ask these very states if they consider themselves to have reached the 
summit of human attainment, if they feel themselves already in possession of the 
magical wand of paradise which will bring the world eternal joy and peace. Ask 
them how much consolation they are bringing into the slums, how much joy to the 
poor. Have they been able to lift up the downtrodden, to banish wretchedness, 
crime and vice, to give strength to the lowly and humility to the highly placed…”? 

In other words, we are mourning the breakdown in society, which takes place in 
every country, the depression, economic, social, and religious, which causes no 
joy to those affected, and for which we In grieve on this Jewish day of fasting. It is 
a day that we grieve for the world – not just for ourselves!!! 

 
 
 
 

 The Rema provides the bottom line for Ashkenazi Jews, who writes: ”Nowadays 
when it is uncommon for non-Jews to perform libations for purposes of idolatry, 
some say that a non-Jew's touching of our wine does not prohibit benefit - it only 
prohibits drinking. Similarly, benefiting from their unsupervised wine is permitted. 
Therefore, one may take wine from a non-Jew as payment to prevent losing a 
debt or to prevent other losses. However, he should not initiate such sales in 
order to profit. There are those who are lenient even in these cases..." 
  
If the situation is that the present was received as a bonus from an employer, or 
you are expected to reciprocate with a present of your own, one could consider 
the sale of the wine a way to prevent loss. Additionally, nowadays when there is 
little true idol worship, one can be more lenient regarding what kind of contact 
creates a full prohibition. So that in this specific case, an exchange can certainly 
be made...if you could find a bottle of kosher wine that good to match the price of 
the original bottle!! 
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BRIEFS & SHORTS 

Kiddush Sponsors:  
Jeffrey Chupnick, Bernie Koman, Jerry 
Scherr, Steven Block,  
Dr. Frank Schuster, Mark Schwartzman, 
Randy Klotzman,  
Ron Smullian and David Greenfeld, in honor of 
Jeffrey Chupnick’s 56th birthday 
Fran and Henry Reitberger, in honor of the 
yahrzeit of Henry’s beloved father, Jules  
Reitberger 
The Greenfeld family, in honor of David’s 65th 
Bar Mitzvah Anniversary.  The cake is a gift from 
Cerrill Meister in honor of her mother “Bubby” 
Frima Meister’s 95th birthday. 
Jerome Scherr, Janet and Michael Scherr, in 
memory of Jerry’s beloved wife and Michael’s 
beloved mother, Bea Scherr 
Friends of The Associated:  
Ann and Arnold Cohen 
Chana Dena and Hananya Cohen 
Shari and Phil Cohen 
Suzanne Keilson and Eliot Friedman 
Joan and Jon Goldman 
Andrea and Bill Heyman 
Irene and Max Jacob 
Ora and Michael Noorani 
Rhona and Stanley Plunka 
Fran and Henry Reitberger 
Susan and Frank Schuster 
Roberta and Scott Steppa 
 Martin Sussman, in memory of his beloved 
mother, Gladys Sussman, on the occasion of her 
yahrzeit, and also in honor of his daughter, 
Shayna Sussman, on the occasion of her receiv-
ing her Master’s Degree from George Washing-
ton University 
The Bendicoff family, in honor of the  aufruf and 
forthcoming marriage of Eyal Bendicoff to Ayda 
Rottman; and in honor of Eyal receiving his 
smicha from Yeshiva Beis Medrash L’Talmud 
Cookie Pass, in memory of her beloved hus-
band, Stacy Pass 
Janet and Philip Bloom and Mildred and 
Martin Kwatinetz, in honor of their grand-
daughter Sydney Kwatinetz’s Bat Mitzvah 
Roberta and Mark Goldman in honor of the 
engagement of their daughter Talia to Adam 
Buchoff 
Shalosh Seudos Sponsors: 
Anat and Randy Klotzman, in memory of 
Randy’s beloved grandfather, Jacob Klotzman 
Lydia and  Melvin Heitt, in memory of Melvin’s 
beloved father and mother, Banit and Sylvia 
Heitt, and also in memory of Abraham and Sarah 
Samuels 
Max Highstein, in honor of Ner Tamid 
Janice and Philip Diamond, in memory of 
Janice’s beloved mother, Susi Sophie Kerbel 
Iris and David Piekarz, in memory of David’s 
beloved mother, Dorothy Piekarz 
The Sephardic Minyan 
Alice and Alan Heller, in memory of Alan’s 
beloved grandfather Wolf Karch 
Mazel Tov 
¨ Jeffrey Chupnick, on his 56th birthday 
¨ Howard and Judy Elbaum, on the birth of a 
grandson in London 
¨ Janet Kurland, on being honored by the Ed-
ward A. Myerberg Center  “An Evening with 
Michael Tucker” - on Monday, April 26 at 7 pm at 
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation. Tickets on sale 
now! Call 410-358-6856 for information. 
Irma Pretsfelder, for receiving the Gemilut 
Chassadim: Acts of Loving Kindness Award from 
the Federation of Jewish Women’s Organizations 
of Maryland 
Frima Meister, on her 95th birthday! 
David Greenfeld, on the 65th anniversary of his 
bar mitzvah. 
Harry Snyder, on his 90th birthday 
 

Irma and Lou Pretsfelder, to the Goldberg 
family, with condolences on the passing of 
Sara Goldberg 
Alice and Alan Heller, to Zahava Koll, in 
memory of her beloved mother, Ethel Karp; to 
Saul Goldberg, in memory of his beloved 
mother, Sara Goldberg 
Esther and Bernie Cohen, to Irma Pretsfelder, 
for receiving the Gemilut Chassadim: Acts of 
Loving Kindness Award from the Federation of 
Jewish Women’s Organizations of Maryland 
Cerrill Meister, to Saul Goldberg, in memory of 
his beloved mother, Sara Goldberg 
Sarah and Rick Bernard, to Maury Fechter, in 
memory of his beloved sister, Dotty Kaplan; to 
Eyal Bendicoff, in honor of receiving  Smicha. 
Celia Lichtenstein, to Saul Goldberg, in mem-
ory of his beloved mother, Sara Goldberg 
Eleanor and Ralph Bunting, to Saul Gold-
berg, in memory of his beloved mother, Sara 
Goldberg 
Rhona, Stan, Adam and Lauren Plunka, to 
Mark Smolarz, with appreciation for all he has 
done for the shul 
Bette and Morris Milstein, to Saul Goldberg, 
in gratitude for his many kindnesses 
Elaine and Norbert Berman, in memory of 
Norbert’s grandfather, Eliezer Duchen 
Edward and Ida Gulin, to Josh Greenspun, for 
a refuah shelayma 
Toba Burstyn, in memory of her beloved 
father-in-law, Jirmiyohu Burstyn 
Beth and Marc Marrus, for the burial of a 
mezuzah 
Mary Lou Siegel, in memory of her beloved 
husband Marvin Siegel 
Phyllis Keyser, in memory of her beloved 
mother, Lena Keyser 
Barbara and David Cohen, in honor of 
Suzanne Keilson 
Irma and Lou Pretsfelder, to Esther Cohen, 
for a speedy and complete recovery 
Ner Tamid Youth Fund: 
Sheldon and Estelle Keilson, in honor of the 
yahrzeit of Sheldon’s mother, May Keilson 
Lyn and Chaim Bendicoff, to Saul Goldberg, 
with condolences on the loss of his mother, 
Sara Goldberg 
Debra and Simcha Varon, to the Saadatman-
Simon family, with condolences on the loss of 
their beloved son Beni 
Susan and Frank Schuster, to Saul Goldberg 
and Family, in memory of their beloved mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother, Sara 
Goldberg 
Rhona, Stan, Lauren and Adam Plunka, to 
the Bendicoff family, with Mazel Tov on Eyal’s 
receiving smicha 
Roberta and Mark Goldman and family, to 
Chaim and Lyn Bendicoff, in honor of Eyal’s 
receiving smicha; to Bernice Sakols and Leah 
Schuman, with deepest sympathy on the loss 
of their brother 
Susan and Frank Schuster, to Martin Suss-
man, with congratulations on Shayna’s receiv-
ing a Master’s Degree from George Washing-
ton University 
Lyn and Chaim Bendicoff, to Martin Suss-
man, in honor of Shayna’s receiving her Mas-
ter’s Degree from George Washington Univer-
sity  
Elaine and Norbert Berman, to Eyal Bendicoff 
on his forthcoming marriage to Ayda Rottman, 
and to his parents, Lyn and Chaim Bendicoff 
Beth and Marc Marrus, to Lyn and Chaim 
Bendicoff, in honor of the wedding of Eyal 
and Ayda 
Andrea and Bill Heyman and family, to the 
Kwatinetz family, in honor of Sydney’s Bat 
Mitzvah 
  

Tamara and Anton Samuel, on the birth of a 
granddaughter to Adina and Michael Swarz in 
California 
Marilyn and Ron Smullian, on the birth of a 
great nephew, Chase Logan Smullian(Chaim 
Levi), son of Jennifer and Neil Smullian 
Sam Friedman, on the birth of a great grand-
son, Landon Shane Sax, and a great grand-
daughter, Eliana Rose Lappin 
Mazel Tov to Eyal Bendicoff and Ayda Rott-
man on their forthcoming marriage, to parents 
Lyn and Chaim Bendicoff, Elka and Dr. Jerry 
Rottman, grandparents Leon and Gloria Lau-
terbach, Robert  Rottman and Mary Lou Rott-
man, to brothers and sister-in-law, Ari and 
Miryam and Gavriel Bendicoff. 
Annette and Jerry Schonfeld on the engage-
ment of their granddaughter, Erica Stern,  
to Nathan Hyman 
Dr. Sivan Landau on his graduation from the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical School, 
and to his parents, Mindy and Rabbi Chaim 
Landau 
Mazal Tov to Sarah Leah Katz on her up-
coming Bat Mitzvah!! 
Bernard and Evelyn Heneson on their 60th 
wedding anniversary 
Rebbetzin Ruth Leibowitz on the birth of a 
great granddaughter in Monsey, NY 
Ian and Naomi Leibowitz on their marriage 
Gail Katz on the Bat Mitzvah of her daughter, 
Sarah Leah, to grandparents Myra and Jerome 
Wittik and grandmother Thelma Katz 
Philip and Judy Marcus on the birth of their 
great granddaughter, Miriam Bayla, born to 
Masha and Robby Lowenstein 
Maury Fechter on his special birthday 
Harriet Schlein on the birth of a granddaughter 
¨ Roberta and Mark Goldman on the engage-
ment of their daughter Talia to Adam Buchoff, 
son of Dr. Gerald Buchoff and Marilyn Rose 
¨ Dorothy and Neil Kwatinetz, parents; to 
grandparents Janet and Philip Bloom, Mildred 
and Martin Kwatinetz; to brother Jack and 
sister Katie; on the Bat Mitzvah of Sydney 
Kwatinetz 
¨ Bernie Cohen, on his 70th Bar Mitzvah 
anniversary 
¨ Zahava Koll, on receiving the Sam Kahan 
Distinguished Educator Award from the CJE 
for Excellence in Jewish Education 
 Condolences 
Saul Goldberg on the passing of his be-
loved mother, Sara Goldberg 
Louis “Pete”  Citrenbaum on the passing of 
his beloved brother, Myron Citrenbaum 
Joan Askin on the passing of her beloved 
sister, Shirley F. Shackman 
Larry Chernikoff on the loss of his beloved 
nephew Daniel Chernikoff in New York 
The Goldman Family on the loss of Paul 
Goldman 
Welcome New Members: 
Tzahi Posner 
Naomi and Ian Sipple 
Ner Tamid Synagogue Fund: 
Cerrill Meister, to Millie Steinberg, for a 
speedy recovery; to Maury Fechter, with con-
dolences on the loss of his sister, Dotty Kaplan 
Aliza and Yaakov Gottesman, in honor of 
Aliza’s sister,  Miriam Glazer, in Israel 
Myrna Diamond, to Saul Goldberg, in memory 
of his beloved mother, Sara Goldberg 
Bette and Morris Milstein, to Saul Goldberg, 
in memory of his beloved mother, Sara Gold-
berg 
Bunny Rosenthal, to the Goldberg family, in 
memory of Sara Goldberg 
Cerrill Meister, to Zahava Koll, with condo-
lences on the loss of her mother, Ethel Karp 
 

Rabbi Herschel Leibowitz Sefer Torah Fund: 
Joseph, Sylvia and Robin Karlin, to Bernice 
Sakols and Leah Schuman, in memory of their 
beloved brother, Dr. Ellis Rivkin. 
Beverly and Sheldon Caplan, to Saul Gold-
berg, in memory of his beloved mother, Sara 
Goldberg 
Marilyn and Ron Smullian, to the Goldberg 
family, in memory of Sara Goldberg; to Maury 
Fechter, in memory of his beloved sister, Dotty 
Kaplan 
Ruth Leibowitz, to Saul Goldberg and family, 
in memory of their beloved mother, grand-
mother and great grandmother, Sara Goldberg; 
to Harry Snyder, with best wishes and Mazel 
Tov on his 90th birthday; to Lyn and Chaim 
Bendicoff, Mazel Tov on the wedding of Eyal 
and Ayda 
Ellen and Bill Saks, to Nechemya Jakobovits, 
in memory of his grandmother, Lady Jakobovits 
Liliane and Abraham Elgamil, in memory of 
Abraham’s beloved mother Regina Elgamil 
Ner Tamid Pulpit Fund: 
Howard and Roberta Kaplan, to Cantor and 
Mrs. Koll and family, in memory of the Cantor’s 
mother, Ethel Karp; to Dr. and Mrs. Maury 
Fechter and family, in memory of Maury’s 
sister, Dotty Kaplan 
Myer Rubinowitz, in memory of his beloved 
wife, Tilly 
Ethel Milner and her children, in honor of the 
yahrzeit of their beloved father, grandfather and 
great grandfather, Alex Zemlak 
Susan and Frank Schuster, to the Simon 
family, in memory of their beloved son, Beni 
Steven and Zandra Quartner, to Harry Sny-
der, with best wishes in honor of his 90th 
birthday 
Martin Sussman, to the Bendicoff family, in 
honor of Eyal receiving smicha 
Sylvia and Joseph Karlin, in memory of Joe’s 
beloved father, Isadore Karlin 
 Martin Sussman, in honor of his daughter, 
Shayna Sussman, receiving a Master’s Degree 
in International Studies from George Washing-
ton University 
Susan and Dr. Frank Schuster, to Mindy and 
Rabbi Chaim Landau, in honor of Sivan’s 
graduation from medical school; to Lyn and 
Chaim Bendicoff, in honor of Eyal’s forthcoming 
marriage 
Beth and Marc Marrus, to Mindy and Rabbi 
Chaim Landau, in honor of Sivan’s gradua-
tion from medical school 
Ethel Milner, her children and grandchil-
dren, in memory of their beloved husband, 
father, and grandfather, Melvin Milner 
Saul Goldberg 
Elsie London, to Esther Cohen, for a full, 
total, complete and speedy recovery 
Marsha and Herman Glassband, to Mindy 
and Rabbi Landau, in honor of Sivan’s 
graduation from medical school. 

 
Jerry Scherr Beautification Fund: 
Sonia and Harry Ostrow, to Saul Goldberg, in 
memory of his beloved mother, Sara Goldberg 
Al Frater, to Saul Goldberg, with condolences 
on the loss of his mother, Sara Goldberg 
Susan and Frank Schuster, to Pete Cit-
renbaum, in memory of your beloved brother, 
Myron Citrenbaum 
Fran and Henry Reitberger, to Howard and 
Judy Elbaum, in honor of the birth of their 
grandson in London 
Shalosh Seudos Fund: 
Elaine and Norbert Berman, in memory of 
Norbert’s father, Jacob Berman 
Burstyn Holocaust Education Fund: 
Linda and Harry Burstyn 
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Summertime and the Living is Easy 
By Suzanne Keilson Friedman 

The pace slows in summer and that is a nice thing, 
even as we are no longer tied to the agricultural 
cycle of the land.  It is an option for us these days, 
like stopping by the farmer’s market and eating 
locally grown food.  We can pause to see the new 
summer moon, enjoy the green healing of summer 
after the challenges of winter.  Things fit more 
loosely too, both on our bodies and perhaps even in 
our minds.  A time to refresh and a time to grow.  A 
time to listen and a time to pause.  Soon enough the 

busyness of fall, harvest, school, and a New Year will be upon us.  So as we start a 
new cycle of shul administration I start by welcoming each and every one who 
reads this to take a moment to send in a suggestion or comment to chair-
man@nertamid.net.  You can even send e-mail from the beach. 
 

We welcome your involvement.  Now is our time to plan for our growth and strength 
and renew our commitment to our core mission, to be the best possible place we 
can be for our members and offer something that fulfills the spiritual and social 

needs of an important segment in our community, the Modern Orthodox.   Right 
now we are beginning to grabble with the feasibility and implementation of ideas 
that have been presented.  Please join us in thinking of things that would extend 
the experience beyond a Shabbat morning.  Some of those ideas include the 
following:  (1) movie nights, (2) more scholar-in-residence, (3) Friday night sum-
mer under the stars, (4) social lounge space for youth and adults, (5) social action, 
(6) parshah points, (7) picnic, (8) retreat, (9) your idea here.  Think of your own. 
Comment on these.  Become involved to make these a reality.   
Here is another way you can make your voice heard, please make sure you call 
the office with your email address and also that you then participate in the survey 
we are developing when it is distributed by email and the internet.  If you already 
use email and the internet this is easy to do and requires no special technical 
expertise.  You might even win a gift certificate.   
 
The next upcoming event to put on your calendar if at all possible is a trip to the 
Holocaust museum that will take place on Tisha B’Av this year.  A bus will be 
leaving right from the shul at 10:30 in the morning and returning around 6:00 p.m. 
I look forward to hearing from each and every one of you and seeing you at shul. 

Announcements: 

Zahava Koll Wins Award 
  
Our own Zahava Koll recently received the CJE’s Sam Kahan Distinguished Educator Award for her excellent teaching ability at the Joseph and Corinne Schwartz 
Religious School at Beth Israel Congregation. As the winner of this award she is eligible to compete for the national Grinspon-Steinhardt award. In nominating her, 
Rachel Glaser, Beth Israel's educational director noted the "she is an amazing Jewish educator in so many ways. First and foremost, Zahava's classroom is full of 
creativity... She is able to transform the classroom into a magical place where children feel safe to explore their Jewish identities. " Glaser goes on to point out the 
nominee is "able to bring Kedusha, holiness, into her school day by the way she relates to her students. From the moment the children walk into her class, they 
feel how special they are." 
  
Good luck, Zahava. You have already shown Ner Tamid how special you are. 

Jewish Adoption Services Press Release: 
 
The Jewish Community Services of Baltimore and the Jewish Social Services Agency of DC have now collaborated to offer expanded adoption services in the Balti-
more Washington area.  “We are very pleased to join in this partnership to offer a full spectrum of adoption services to the Baltimore and Washington communities,” 
said Executive Directors Barbara Gradet (JCS) and Ken Kozloff (JSSA).   
For more information, call Jewish Community Services, 410-466-9200 or visit www.jcsbaltimore.org, or call Jewish Social Service Agency at 301-816-2700 or 703-
204-9592, or visit www.jssa.org. 

Sale on our shul’s 50th Anniversary Simcha Board 
 
The Board of Directors has authorized a sale on our shul’s 50th Anniversary Simcha Board. Beverly and Leon Albin dedicated this particular board, which can be 
found on your immediate left as you enter the Friedman foyer from Lincoln Ave entrance to the shul. The regular price of each plaque honoring someone's wed-
ding, engagement, bar/ bat mitzvah, anniversary or any other simcha is $300. The Board accepted Sheldon Caplan’s suggestion to offer one of the plates for $100. 
Now is the time to call the office and join other folks in honoring a simcha that you may have been neglecting or one coming up. 
  
This is a great opportunity to honor someone and help the shul at the same time. 
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School Year 2010 
Ner Tamid Congregation 

2010 Graduates 
(Middle School and Higher) 

  
Rabbi Eyal Bendicoff, son of Lyn and Chaim Bendicoff; Smicha from Yeshiva Beis Medrash L’Talmud 

Adina M. Blas, daughter of Sanford Blas; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Aaron Burstyn, son of Linda and Harry; Yeshivat Rambam Middle School 

Elie Dickler, son of Mindy and Marc Dickler; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Adam Gamson, grandson of Genny and Robert Gamson, nephew of Shira Gamson; graduated from University of Maryland 

Alyson Glassband, granddaughter of Marsha and Herman Glassband; graduated Owings Mills Sr. High School 

Ryan Glassband, grandson of Marsha and Herman Glassband; graduated Franklin Middle School 

Joel Zachary Goldberg, son of Arnold Goldberg; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Melissa Jill Harans, granddaughter of Ruth and David Greenfeld; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Barak Michelle Klotzman, daughter of Anat and Randy Klotzman, granddaughter of Frona Goldman; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Dr. Sivan Landau, son of Mindy and Rabbi Chaim Landau; Pittsburgh Medical School 

Ari List, son of Shelley and Barry List; Yeshivat Rambam Middle School 

Madeline List, daughter of Shelley and Barry List; Yeshivat Rambam High School 

Yael Pachino, granddaughter of Joy Pachino; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Jacob Piekarz, son of Iris and David Piekarz; Pikesville High School 

Arianna Pushkin, daughter of Kathy and Dr. Gary Pushkin; Baltimore Polytechnic Institute  

Zachary Schwartz, son of Drs. Wendy Klein and Elliott Schwartz; Yeshivat Rambam High School 

Chelsea Seiden, granddaughter of Marsha and Herman Glassband; graduated Franklin High School 

Lauren Seiden, granddaughter of Marsha and Herman Glassband; graduated Catonsville High School 

Matan Simhi, grandson of Janet and Shabse Kurland; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Arielle Rose Steinmetz, granddaughter of Lydia and Melvin Heitt; Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School 

Shayna Sussman, daughter of Martin Sussman; Master’s Degree from George Washington University 

  
 

We wish all our graduates congratulations and best luck in all their future endeavors.  Keep up the great work!   
 

PS.  For those going on to College/University, please give Ellen Saks your address so she can send you  
Ner Tamid holiday ‘care packages’!  knitting_ellen@yahoo.com or 410-653-3663 

2010 GRADUATES 



 

Why I Did It! (that is, volunteered to be shul President) 
By Phil Cohen, Ner Tamid’s new President 
 
I have been asked many times over the last few weeks, why would someone rela-
tively young want to be actively involved in synagogue politics?   I assume those 
asking have seen my three kids in shul, the youngest being only six years old.  (I 
appreciate their reference to my being young!)   
 

It is hard to believe that my family joined Ner Tamid, 
Greenspring Valley Synagogue Family when I was just 
about my kids’ age, and today Ner Tamid is our home 
and we are all a part of the Ner Tamid family.  
 
A short while back, a group of us got together and we 
were discussing our hopes for our shul in the coming 
years.  There were a wide variety of responses, some 
being; to attract new members, being able to continue 
to pay the bills, fixing up the kitchen, etc.  Some looked 
to rejuvenate the Brotherhood and increase participa-
tion in Adult Education classes.  Others wanted to 
make adjustments so the ever-changing neighborhood 

might feel comfortable enough to join our services.   
 
Yes, all of these would be great accomplishments, and I too have hopes that I would 
like to see come true during my 2-year term as President.  
 
My personal vision for the synagogue is to stay true to who we are, not forget where 
we came from and continue to serve the educational, social, religious and spiritual 
needs of the members of our congregation, our Ner Tamid family.  Change is won-
derful, but let us not forget the needs of our current membership.  

My personal vision for the synagogue is to stay true to who we are, not forget 
where we came from and continue to serve the educational, social, religious and 
spiritual needs of the members of our congregation, our Ner Tamid family.  Change 
is wonderful, but let us not forget the needs of our current membership.  
 
Now, go back to the year 1979.  I was proud to be the President of Ner Tamid’s 
NCSY Chapter when our shul was bestowed with the coveted honor of   “National 
Chapter of the Year”.  I have not forgotten those days, and I cherish the wonderful 
memories and friendships that I have made over the years here at Ner Tamid.   
 
One day, Rabbi Leibowitz, of blessed memory, asked me what my future shul plans 
might be.  My parents remind me that I told him: ‘I hope to be the president of the 
shul one day’.  Oy!!! 
 
This shul community has given me so much, and for this I chose to give back.  
Please join me in getting those who have left our congregation for a while to revisit 
the family, as well as to spread the word to others and encourage them to become 
part of our family.  Let us not forget by whom and for what this synagogue was 
founded, and with the help of Hashem, may Ner Tamid, Greenspring Valley Syna-
gogue, continue to be a cornerstone of Modern Orthodoxy in the Baltimore Com-
munity.   
 
I would love to visit with each of our member families, perhaps several families at a 
time.  We can reminisce about the past, and talk about your hopes for the future, so 
that together, we can keep our family, our community, and our synagogue strong.  
Please invite me over! 

Sisterhood Activities 

By Ann Cohen,  
Sisterhood Co-President 
 

Our sisterhood donor was held Monday, May 24, 2010 at 6:00 pm honoring 
Shoshanna Cardin "a woman of valor" and an icon in the Jewish commu-
nity for her support of Jewery, locally and worldwide. 

A note of thanks to our chairman Marsha Glassband and everyone who added 
to the evenings’ success. Our auditorium was decorated to reflect spring in all 
its glory. Yaffa caterers once again displayed a sumptuous cocktail hour and 
dinner, a fine dining experience overall. 

  

Entertainment was an outstanding performance by "Two For The Show" and it 
closed the dinner to a standing ovation with great reviews on the entire eve-
ning.  While the event was well attended with 109 guests, we will be striving 
for greater attendance next year to assist us in our continuing efforts to sup-
port synagogue projects.  Thanks to all who attended and our supporters. 

  

Hold the following dates for next year Sisterhood activities:  

Opening meeting - Monday, September 13, 2010  

Donor dinner - Monday, May, 23, 2011  
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Holocaust Museum a Fitting Tisha B’Av Commemoration 
By Hillel Kuttler 

 
Since the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum opened 17 
years ago, Max and Irene Jacob have spent almost 
every Tisha B’Av there with their son Elliot.  This year, 
Elliot again will accompany them, as will Elliot’s daugh-
ters, Ilana and Goldie. 
 
“We’re building up our families,” Max said. “My whole 
family was destroyed.” 
 
On Tuesday, July 20, the Jacobs will be joined by a 
busload of Ner Tamid congregants for a special Tisha 
B’Av visit led by museum docent Phyllis Greenblum. 

Special prayers will be recited and candles lit. 
 
The trip is set for Tisha B’Av to underscore the need for greater emphasis on Holo-
caust remembrance in the day’s mourning, Max said. The Holocaust was possibly a 
greater catastrophe for the Jewish people than the destruction of the First and Sec-
ond Temples because “we could build the third Temple if we want to, but we’re never 
going to bring back six million people,” he said. 
 
The program will be sponsored by Ner Tamid’s Max and Irene Jacob Fund and by 
the Burstyn Holocaust Education Fund. The Burstyn Fund was established to mark 
Peretz’s and Toba’s 50th anniversary in 1997. Peretz (“Perry”), who passed away 
last year, survived the Holocaust by hiding in the forests near his native Chelm, 
Poland, with 50 relatives. Toba and her family, also from Chelm, were captured by 
the Russian army and sent to Siberia. The couple met at a displaced persons camp 
in Germany in 1947. 
 
Max was born in the village of Halmie, Hungary. Of the 500 Jewish families living 
there prior to World War II, he said, approximately 20 survived the Holocaust. His 
parents and sister, and Irene’s parents and three brothers, were killed. Max survived 
six concentration camps; Irene, five. His late brother David fought with Russian parti-
sans in the Carpathian Mountains before settling in Baltimore. 

Ner Tamid Holocaust Survivors featured in Jewish Community Center exhibit 
 
Following the theme of the article about Max Jacob and Holocaust Rememberance 
Day and Tisha B’Av in this issue, the Baltimore JCC, Park Heights, recently held a 
photo and text exhibit of area Holocaust survivors in the Norman and Sarah Brown 
Art Gallery.  The exhibit was tastefully created and curated by Lisa Shifren, Adult Life  

Bringing Ner Tamid congregants to the museum will provide “a lot of satisfaction” in  
helping transmit the history and lessons of the period, Max explained. “I have to  
make sure that when I’m gone, people will still remember the Holocaust,” he said. 
 
Max evinced concern over the lack of interest today in Holocaust education and over 
renewed anti-Semitism around the world. In recent years, he has spoken more about 
his experiences and participated in Holocaust commemoration events. On April 12, 
he and Irene lit a candle in memory of their families during a Yom Hashoa ceremony 
at Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School attended by other Ner Tamid Holocaust 
survivors. 
 
“There’s not that much interest in the Holocaust. People are busy with their lives, 
their families. Even Holocaust survivors aren’t that strong anymore,” he said. “I ask 
people if they’ve been to the Holocaust museum, and they say, ‘I haven’t been,’ or, ‘I 
was there once.’ We have to wake up. … It’s even worse than it was 70 years ago. 
Europe is a terrible place again. To listen to what’s going on on television — even in 
America. The skinheads, on college campuses against the Jews, in Britain against 
the Jews.” 
 
During his life, Perry Burstyn participated in Holocaust commemorations and was 
interviewed by the Shoah Project. He co-created the Holocaust Education Fund 
because he believed that “people should be educated and know what led up to the 
Holocaust,” his son Harry said. 
 
“If just one person learns one thing about the reasons the Holocaust happened, and 
about how important Jewish unity is, then it would be worthwhile,” Harry said of the 
Tisha B’Av program. “We’d be one 
step closer to moshiach and one 
step further from another Holo-
caust.” 
 
Max hopes that plenty of congre-
gants will sign up. “If it works out, 
we’ll do it every year,” he said. “I 
would love to fill up two buses! 
[People] have to know what hap-
pened, to see what really hap-
pened, because a lot of people 
don’t believe it. Sometimes, I can’t 
believe it.” 
 
The bus to the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum will leave Ner 
Tamid at 11:00 a.m., and will return 
by 6:00 p.m. for Mincha and 
Maariv. Cost per person is $7. 
Participants can register by calling 
Max Jacob at (410) 258-7184 or 
Harry Burstyn at  
(410) 340-2241. 

Director who has worked with these area residents in the Holocaust Survivors Group, 
a monthly activities program subsidized by reparations payments.  Featured were 
Bluma Shapiro, Bluma Saks, Irma Pretsfelder and the late Sol Manischewitz.  Lisa 
took and displayed professional photos of 30 people along with a photo from the time 
and poignant recollections of their experiences before, during and after the war.  The 
exhibit closed June 1 but the groups’ activities continue. 
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“There’s no place like home for quality and individualized care” 
DAYS      NIGHTS      

H OMECAREWORKS, INC. 
 

Homes      Hospitals      Nursing Homes 
 Assisted Living Facilites      Retirement Centers 

Sheila Kalish Fechter, MSW 
Licensed by the State of Maryland, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  

PRIVATE DUTY SHIFTS 

   ������������  

NER TAMID SPECIAL 
 

Automatic Transmission Tune-up 

Recommended every 25,000 
Miles or 1 year - to prevent 
Transmission failures 

 
$28.95 plus 

parts & fluids (most cars) 
reg. $34.95 

7166 Richie Highway 
410-766-8500 
www.gbt-online.com 

Ner Tamid maintains a cemetery in  
Rosedale for your needs. 

 

Please contact Bette Milstein at  
410-358-9172 for details. 

Ladies Tehillim Group Needs YOU!   

Meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  
 

 For more info contact:  
Judy Rosen, 410-602-2797 or  
Ruth Leibowitz, 410-358-4253. 

ADVERTISE IN THE FLAME AND APPEAR IN  
OVER 400 HOUSEHOLDS EVERY MONTH.   

 

 

  To place an advertisement in either the Flame or  
   the weekly Shabbos bulletin, call 410-358-6500  
  and ask for Devorah or email office@nertamid.net. 

Corrections/Additions: 
Rabbie Eyal Bendicoff has received his Masters degree and Smicha 
The feature story from our shul president last issue was from Bill Heyman 
In the Mock Trail article, top photo was Maddy List and lower photo was 
Mari Mordfin. 
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July 20th—TIsha B’Av - Guided Tour of the 
    Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC 
 Bus leaves Ner Tamid at 11 AM. 
 Seats are limited! Just $7 a seat. 
 Sponsored by the Max & Irene Jacob Fund 
 and the Burstyn Holocaust Education Fund. 
 Call the Shul Office for reservations, 410-358-6500 

Synagogue Survey 
The Ner Tamid board wants to hear your opinion! Ner Tamid is about 
to conduct an online survey that asks how you feel about every aspect 
of the synagogue. The goal is to help the shul grow. Before the survey 
goes out by email, of course we need up -to-date email addresses for 
members, spouses, and teens. So make sure to call the office during 
regular hours with your email address. Our thanks will come when the 
survey begins in a few weeks: every member who completes the survey 
will get a chance to win a $100 gift certificate. 

Photographer 

Memories in Pictures 

6219 Green Meadow Way 
Baltimore, Maryland  21209-3300 

tel: 410.404.6859 
Fax: 410.358.7122 

henry@henryreitbergerphotography.com 
www.henryreitbergerphotography.com 
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Officers: 2008-2010 
 

Phillip Cohen 
President 
president@nertamid.net 
 

Suzanne Keilson-Friedman 
Chairlady of the Board 
chairman@nertamid.net 
 
 

Jonathan Goldman 
Treasurer 
 

Max Jacob 
Executive Director 
 

Ronald Smullian 
Financial Secretary 
 

Dorothy Kwatinetz 
Recording Secretary 
 

Myrna Diamond 
Corresponding Secretary 
 

Flame Staff 
 

William Saks 
Editor 
(410) 653-3663 
saksfamily@yahoo.com 
 

Devorah Messing 
nertamid613@comcast.net 
 

Contacts 
 

Ner Tamid Synagogue 
6214 Pimlico Road 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(410) 358-6500 phone 
(410) 358-1866 fax 
office@nertamid.net 
 

Ner Tamid’s Web Site 
www.nertamid.net 
 

Rabbi Chaim Landau 
rabbi@nertamid.net 
 

Cantor Isaac Koll 

Ner Tamid Greenspring Valley Synagogue 
6214 Pimlico Road • Baltimore, MD 21209 

Check us out on the Web: 

www.nertamid.net 
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In time for the 9 days when observant Jews do not eat meat, below are a couple of meatless soup recipes from Roberta Goldman.   
Soups are also nice in the hot summer months when you might want something lighter. 
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Curried Squash and Red Lentil Soup – dairy unless you replace the butter 
 
3 tablespoons oil 
2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
1 and a half pounds butternut squash, peeled and cut into 11/2 inch pieces 
I large onion, peeled and chopped 
1 carrot, chopped 
1 celery stick, chopped 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
2 tablespoons minced peeled ginger 
1 tablespoon curry powder 
1 cup red lentils (checked and rinsed) 
6 cups water 
 1 tsp. fresh lemon juice, or to taste 
Salt and pepper optional. 
 
Heat oil with butter in a large pot over medium heat. Add squash, onion, carrot, 
celery, garlic, ginger. Cook, stirring occasionally until vegetables are softened 
and beginning to brown – 15 to 20 minutes. Stir in curry powder and cook for 
about 2 minutes. Add lentils and water. Simmer, covered, until lentils are tender 
– 25 – 40 minutes. Stir in lemon juice. Add salt and pepper if desired.  
 
Serve as a soup , or over rice as a main dish. Top with a drizzle of cilantro oil. 
For cilantro oil: puree half a cup chopped cilantro with half a cup vegetable oil 
and half a tsp. salt. 

Green Split Pea Soup  - parve 
 
1 tablespoon olive or canola oil 
1 onion, peeled and finely chopped 
8 oz. carrots, finely chopped*  
4 sticks celery 
6 oz. green split peas (checked and rinsed) 
1 and a half pints vegetable stock 
1 tsp. mustard powder (approx.) 
Salt and pepper – optional, to taste 
 
Heat oil and fry onion for a few minutes.  
Add carrots, celery and split peas, stir well  
and cook for about 5 minutes.  
Pour over the stock and add the mustard powder.  
Bring to boil, cover pan and simmer for at least 1 
hour until the split peas are really soft.  
Blend until smooth.     
*I vary the amount of carrots, sometimes I use 
more.  
It’s a pretty resilient recipe so you can play with the 
amounts – it’ll just come out more or less carroty.  
 


